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	Adverse Weather                                     ALERT= SAFETY 



	Checking weather and road conditions should be done before beginning each trip.  
Primary hazards of extreme weather conditions are reduced traction and visibility.

Conditions that reduce traction need to be recognized by the driver.  Traction is the friction (grip) of the tires on the roadway.  When there is less traction between the tires and road, a driver has less control of the vehicle.  Conditions that contribute to reduced traction are rain, snow, ice, and mud.  
Black ice is so clear that the road surface can be seen under the ice.  This type of ice usually occurs on bridges, beneath overpasses, where water collects, in shaded areas, and on the lower side of banked curves.  Black ice is very hard to spot at night.  When driving in near-freezing rain, feel for ice along the front of a mirror.  If ice is there, there also may be ice on the road.

Speed is another factor in traction.  A vehicle’s increased speed, decreases traction.  When traction is poor, slow down until you have regained better control of the vehicle.  Do not slam on brakes. To check traction, apply the brakes gently and periodically.  This allows you to see if vehicle skids.  

There are four basic causes for skids and jackknifes:
1. Driving too fast—causes the most serious skids.

2. Over acceleration—put too much power on the drive wheels, causing tires to spin.
3. Over braking—means braking too hard.  Skids can also be caused by using the engine brake incorrectly.
4. Over steering—occurs from going around a turn too fast and turning steering wheel too quickly trying to correct the mistake.
When drive wheels lock up, they cause the tractor or trailer to skid.  This skid can result in a jackknife.  Once this occurs do not make the situation worse by applying the brakes.  Instead remove your foot from the accelerator and gradually steer in the direction you want to go until control is regained.
Driving in heavy rain, or through deep standing water, will get the brakes wet causing the linings to slip on the drum or disc.  When this happens, it causes uneven braking.  The final result can be losing brakes, wheel lockup, veering from one side of the lane to the other, or a jackknife.
Try to avoid standing water when possible.  If you must drive through standing water, the following steps should be applied:

1. Slow down.

2. Shift to a lower gear.

3. Place left foot lightly on the brake.

4. Increase engine speed (rpm)

5. Accelerate through the water.

*  Never drive through flowing water.

After you are out of the water:

1. Stay in low gear.

2. Keep your foot on the brake.

3. Increase the rpm to prevent stalling.

4. Keep a light pressure on the brakes for a short distance to dry them out.

5. Release the brakes.

Make sure no one is following too closely and make a gradual test stop to be certain the brakes are working properly.

All drivers and vehicles have limits.  One of your duties is to know these limits and adjust your driving to the changing conditions.  Preventing accidents in extreme weather consists of adjusting speed, braking, steering, and space cushion.
Some states have chain laws already in effect.  Be aware of the regulations concerning chains.  

Reduced visibility occurs when ice and snow build up on windows and mirrors.  When this happens, stop often to clean them.  Do not drive with side mirrors blocked.

Keep lights, mirrors, reflectors, etc. clean and in working order.  If these items are compromised it will affect how much you can see and how well others can see you.

Visibility is also limited by rain, snow, or fog.  Slow down and drive very carefully to reach a safe haven.  Sometimes visibility is almost zero in these situations.  Stop at a safe haven and wait until adequate visibility returns before continuing.

Winter conditions are approaching.  The following factors combined with adverse weather may cause accidents.  

· Speed

· Driver inattention

· Faulty evasive action

· Poor trip planning

· Improper following distance

· Over reacting

Preventive measures may include:

· Use extreme caution.

· Decrease speed and increase following distances.

· Remember bridges and overpasses freeze first.

· Determine weather conditions prior to starting the trip.

· Do not use the engine retarder, or Jake-brake, on wet or icy roads.

· Notify dispatch if you feel the conditions are too severe to continue.

· When conditions are unsafe, stop and wait until it is safe to drive again.

Remember planning is an essential part of driving in any conditions.
Be prepared for inclement weather.  Keep extra food, water and blankets in your truck.
Security Tips
Check your trailer’s seal; pre-trip and post trip.  Visually check the seal for correct number.  Physically check the seal to make sure it hasn’t been broken and placed back on the trailer.

If a seal is broken, report it immediately to Safety.
Use your locks!
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