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	Construction Zones                                 ALERT= SAFETY 



	During the summer months, road construction increases and drivers need to be alert entering these areas.
As construction begins, hazards increase requiring safety awareness to increase.
Work Zones include five areas:

· Advance Warning Area—tells driver what to expect ahead and gives time to adjust their driving.

· Transition Area—used to channel drivers clearly into a new path.

· Buffer Area—provides a safety zone for drivers and workers.

· Work Area—where actual road construction is taking place.  It is closed to traffic and set aside for workers, equipment and materials.

· Termination Area—designed to provide a short distance for traffic to clear the work area and resume normal traffic flow.

While driving through a construction zone, keep focused on your surroundings.  Always expect the unexpected.  Whenever possible construction zones should be avoided, if there is an alternate route.

Be patient and courteous while driving through construction zones.  Be prepared to stop because of backed up traffic or construction equipment entering or exiting the work area.  If traffic stops, use your 4-way flashers.
In most road construction zones, normal speed limits are reduced.  The posted speed limits in these areas must be followed to ensure safety.
Many motorists have little respect for the dangers surrounding highway work zones and do not take seriously the warning to SLOW DOWN when driving through work zones.
Maintain the specially posted speed limit while driving through the construction zone.

· In most states violations for speeding in work zones result in higher fines.

· Some states have a double fine system, meaning—fines are doubled in construction zones.

· Slow down when signs say to.  

· Do not resume normal speed until the roadway signs indicate that it is safe to do so.

Some work zones—like painting, road patching, and mowing are mobile—moving down the road as the work is finished.  Just because you don’t see the workers immediately after you see the signs doesn’t mean they are not out there.  Observe the posted signs until you see the one that states the work zone has ended.

Diamond-shaped orange warning signs are generally posted in advance of road construction projects.

Obey all informational signs.  Stay in a through lane and allow other traffic to merge safely.  Do not assume a detour can accommodate your truck.  Check clearances.
Flags, signs, cones, drums and barricades:

· Orange signs, usually diamond in shape, alert drivers to work zone areas ahead.

· Flaggers—use hand signals, paddles (STOP/SLOW).

· Vertical Panels—orange and white striped help channel traffic, divide traffic lanes, or may sometimes be used in place of barricade.  The stripes direct which way drivers are supposed to pass:  

· Stripes begin at upper right side and slope downward to the lower left side indicate that you should drive to the left of the panel.

· Stripes begin at upper left side and slope downward to the lower right side indicate that you should drive to the right of the panel.

· Drums also help channel traffic flow.  Work crews use them to mark specific hazards.

· Cones and Pavement Markings help channel traffic through a work zone.  At night they must have reflectors or lights.  When pavement markings change in construction zones, crews must remove all old markings.  Drivers must pay close attention to pavement markings in construction zones.

· Barricades close or restrict all or part of the right-of-way.  Stripes on barricades also indicate which way traffic needs to move.  So when a barricade extends entirely across the roadway, drivers are supposed to detour in the direction that the stripes slope.  Some barricades may allow for both right and left turns, in which case the stripes would slope down in both directions from the center of the barricade.
In addition to other warning signs, a “flagger ahead” warning sign may be posted in the work zone.  When you see this, stay alert and be prepared to obey the flagger’s directions.  In a work zone, a flagger has the same authority as a regulatory sign, so you can be cited for disobeying his or her directions.  Pay close attention to flagmen or other workers who may be guiding heavy machinery on or near the road.  If a flagger signals for you to stop, you must stop and remain stopped until the flagger signals for you to proceed.
The warning signs are there to help you and other drivers move safely through work zones.  Pay attention.  Many construction zone crashes are caused by inattentive drivers.

Stay alert and minimize distractions.  Dedicate your full attention to the roadway and avoid changing radio stations or using cell phones (company policy forbids use while driving) while driving in a work zone.  Some drivers may slow down, or “rubberneck,” to watch construction.  
Look for message signs and flashing arrow panels, which will indicate a lane closing or a change in traffic patterns.

· Watch the flow of traffic.  

· You may see flashing arrow panels or “lane closed ahead” warning signs.  

· Merge as soon as possible.  Do not wait until the lane closure and then try to barge in.

· Drivers can help maintain traffic flow and posted speeds by moving to the appropriate lane at first notice of an approaching work zone.

Keep a safe distance between your vehicle and traffic barriers, other vehicles, construction equipment and workers.

The most common crash in a work zone is the rear-end collision.  When entering a construction zone, never cut off another driver.  If possible, do not change lanes or pass another vehicle while in the construction zone.

Be cautious at night when obstacles such as barrels or road cones could be lying in the roadway.  The wind may blow over the warning signs.

Plan ahead for road construction and give yourself enough time to arrive safely at your destination.  

· Highway agencies use many different ways to inform drivers about the location and duration of major work zones.

· Check radio, TV and websites for traffic information.  

· Expect delays and leave early.
· Schedule enough time to drive safely.

· Plan ahead, and try an alternate route.

Drivers may become understandably upset (road rage can become more apparent) when obstacles deter their path.  The frustration and confusion may spell danger for the driver, road workers and other motorists.  
To increase safety in work zones, drivers must be alert.

Be Patient and Stay Calm!

Remember:  Just like you, highway workers want to return home safely.
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