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	Intersections                                             ALERT= SAFETY 



	Prevent intersection accidents by anticipating the hazards involved and knowing how to safely avoid them.
Crossing, turning left or right at intersections with long vehicles creates problems automobile drivers do not have.  Because of their length and slower acceleration, trucks require more time to cross and clear intersecting roads.
Driving tips:

· Approach intersections assuming cross traffic may not obey traffic control devices and anticipate the need for avoidance.
· When crossing an uncontrolled intersection, allow adequate time to clear entire road with rear of vehicle without interfering with cross traffic.
· Crossing uncontrolled intersections at night with large vehicles is especially hazardous.  Although approaching drivers may see your headlights from the side, they may not realize you have a long trailer following.  
· Keep sides of vehicle clean and keep side marker lights operational.
· Assume other drivers may not see you when you maneuver into their path.
· Move into your intended path or direction only after you are assured you will not conflict with other traffic.
When approaching an intersection, a driver must recognize potentially hazardous situations sufficiently in advance to allow time to safely maneuver past them.  

Professional drivers search ahead of what is immediately in front, to have advance warning of approaching hazards.

When approaching an intersection, make sure other drivers see you.  Generally the driver who arrives last gives the right-of-way to those who were already there.  The right-of-way should be given when:  entering traffic, turning left in front of approaching traffic and changing lanes.

Plan ahead when entering a turn to make the turn safely.  There are four steps to take when preparing to turn at an intersection:

· Signal in advance—you must warn traffic that you plan to turn.  Signal at least 100’ prior to turn.

· Adjust speed—when approaching the intersection or turning point adjust speed.  

· Shift gears—slow down and shift into proper gear before entering turn.  Doing this will allow both hands to be on steering wheel during the turn.
· Get into proper position—remember you must pull a truck farther into an intersection than a personal vehicle.

Completing a right turn:  

· Always turn from the proper lane.

· If the lane width allows, position truck about 4 or 5 feet from the curb.  As much space as you can get on your right without allowing other vehicles to enter that space will be needed.
· Turn on right turn signal.

· Scan the intersection.  Watch for a break in traffic.

· Proceed straight ahead until the trailer tires will clear the corner in a hard right turn.

· Finish the turn in the right lane. 

Left turns need to be planned in the same manner as right turns.  Watch left side mirror to ensure safe left turns.
Completing a left turn:

· Assume proper speed.

· Shift into proper gear.

· Be as far to the right side of your lane as you can safely.

· Allow oncoming traffic to clear before attempting the turn.

· If turning onto a road with multiple lanes, finish the turn in the left lane.
Exercise caution when attempting a left turn at an intersection without four-way control devices.
Driver En Route Security Procedures

When parking a tractor/trailer drivers are encouraged to shut off the engine, remove the ignition key, place the theft deterrent valve brake lock and lock the door.  If the trailer is loaded you should have a seal and lock installed.  When returning to the unit, visually check the trailer seal and lock, the 5th wheel and scan for any liquids leaking on the ground.  When parking for your mandatory break attempt to find a well lit safe haven.  Never discuss any details about your load or pick-up points or destination with unauthorized personnel, such as over the CB radio or at a truck stop.  Drivers are forbidden to have unauthorized passenger(s).  This is a direct violation of federal regulations and company policy.
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