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	School’s Out/Summer’s In                      ALERT= SAFETY 



	When school is not in session, the driving environment presents a variety of serious hazards; children behaving unpredictably, tourists traveling, new areas of traffic congestion.

Schools close for the summer and heavier traffic will occur due to vacations.  Heavier traffic means more hazards occur.  Focus at least 15 seconds ahead to get the overall picture of the area you are entering.  
Driver’s need to take special precautions when traveling during the summer months. 
At this time of year, it’s a sure bet you won’t be alone on the road.  Take extra precautions in heavy traffic.  
Summer vacation presents a variety of serious hazards; children behaving unpredictably, tourists traveling and new areas of traffic congestion.  

Children are out of school and vacations have begun.  
· Children will be playing outside instead of in school during the daylight hours.
· Be alert around playgrounds, swimming pools, residential areas, etc.

· Children do not always pay attention to vehicles when entering a roadway.  Example:  A child chasing a ball is not looking for cars or trucks.

Watch for warning signs indicating children at play.  Reduce your speed as soon as you see the warning and use extreme caution as you pass through these areas.  Be on the lookout for children gathering on the side of roadways.  Check areas on both sides of crossing zones to make sure no children are approaching.
More people ride bicycles during warm months.  Bicycles are slower and riders may turn abruptly…watch for possible situations.
More vacationers are on the road during the summer months than in the winter.  Be aware of travelers lost or sightseeing.  Sudden stopping or braking may occur due to travelers looking for a certain location.  This is caused by travelers being unfamiliar with the area.  
Give yourself plenty of time to reach your destination safely.  Do not wait until the last minute to begin your trip and plan your travel time realistically.  Plan your trip with enough time to allow regular breaks.  Allow extra time or consider using alternate routes during this season.
Tourist attractions may present traffic congestions.  Be prepared for delays as you travel in these areas.  Take necessary actions for these conditions and focus ahead for unforeseeable hazards.  Pay attention to vehicles parked on roadside (a child may step from behind a parked vehicle).  Remember that pedestrians have the right of way, when crossing the roadway.
Drivers are apt to take more chances in summer when road conditions are favorable.  Watch for reckless drivers and stay clear.  Be sure other drivers are paying attention.
At intersections, watch for drivers who may run a red light, stop or yield sign; be alert for those who may cut in; or may turn in front of you.

If you spot a dangerous driver, increase the distance between yourself and the other vehicle and be on the lookout for:
· Straddling center lane, weaving, drifting or swerving.

· Almost hitting another vehicle or object.

· Unexpected stopping or erratic braking.

· Driving extremely slow.

· Abrupt and unexpected turns.

· Rapid acceleration or deceleration.

· Making wide turns.

Familiarize yourself with Possible Causes of Accidents:

1. Inattention—not concentrating on your driving, other drivers, pedestrians, and driving conditions.

2. Following too close—do not tailgate other vehicles.  If you are being tailgated, change lanes or pull over.

3. Failure to Observe Signs—observe all signs and obey speed limits.  Stop completely at stop signs.
4. Unsafe Speeds—exceeding speed limits, or driving too fast for traffic conditions. (Excessive speed reduces reaction-time and greatly increases impact and injuries in an accident.)  Excessive speed can result in tragedy.
5. Alcohol or Drugs—should never be used when driving.  Remember:  Our Corporation has a zero tolerance policy.  Taking prescription and over-the-counter drugs that can cause drowsiness and must also be avoided.

6. Intersection Errors—focus and scan the intersection carefully while approaching traffic control device.

7. Improper Lane Changes—do not change lanes unless absolutely necessary.  Before changing lanes, check mirrors for clearance.  Signal your lane change well in advance.

8. Drowsiness—not only your own—but watch for and avoid erratic behavior of other drivers.
9. Vehicle Malfunction—vehicles should be properly maintained at all times, not just for long trips.  A proper pre-trip inspection before your trip can save time, money, and make your trip safer.
10.  Stay Alert—“Highway Hypnosis” occurs as a result of repetitious sights and 
      sounds, such as the continuous sound of tires thumping over expansion joints    

      on a highway, or traveling long distances on straight roads with dull 
      landscape.  Play music or having a conversation with an authorized passenger 
      can help with the monotony.  If you become tired, DO NOT drive or continue 
      to drive.  Find a safe haven and get your proper rest.
Summer Hazards
     Construction Zones

· Stay in a through lane and allow other traffic to merge.

· Be prepared to stop because of backed up traffic or construction equipment.

· Do not assume a detour can accommodate your truck.  Check clearances.

     Weather

· Good weather increases the number of pedestrians, joggers and bicyclists.

· Be prepared to brake.

· Anticipate slick pavement when rain begins after a long dry spell.  Hot weather may cause oils to come to the surface of an asphalt road.  When the rain begins the water mixes with this surface oil and reduces traction, causing the surface to become very slippery until the oil is washed away.  Disengage the “jake brake” when these conditions are present.
· Weather can change rapidly, from one extreme to another.

          Equipment
· Always perform a proper pre-trip inspection regardless of weather.

· In summer, pay particular attention to coolant level and radiator hoses.

· Check tires at each stop.

      Fatigue

· Enjoy your off duty time, and obtain proper rest to avoid starting a trip fatigued.

     Obstructed Vision

· People who can not see the road well are a serious hazard to other drivers.

· Vans, loaded cars with obstructed rear windows are examples of some vehicles whose drivers may have limited ability to see the road around them.  Drivers of rental trucks are often not familiar with their limited vision.

· Sometimes vehicles are partly hidden by a blind intersection.  You can see the other vehicle, but you know the other driver cannot see you.  This is a defensive driving situation.  Be alert!

· People in parked vehicles should always be considered a hazard.  You never know when a driver may open a door and step out in front of you.  Watch for movement inside the vehicle.  Parked vehicles may also move out into your lane of traffic.
  Distraction

· A driver can attend to only those parts of the scene that he or she sees, hears or senses.  If a driver is looking at, thinking about, or reacting to anything else, they may not see you.

· Drivers or pedestrians who are talking to another person or on a cell phone may not be aware of you.

· Cell phones, messaging, children and driving on an unfamiliar road can distract drivers.

Remember, other drivers may not notice your presence and enter your space.
Allow time for delays due to unforeseen circumstances.
Focus on your driving and your responsibility behind the wheel to keep yourself and those around you safe.
Security Tips:
Every truck driver wants to be safe; however drivers may want to be more cautious when pulling into a truck stop to get some sleep.  While you’re out of your truck, be confident, don’t wear jewelry, carry a purse, or flash large amounts of cash.  It’s also a good idea to always wear comfortable shoes so you can run if necessary.

Don’t talk about your load with other drivers or others at a truck stop.  Unfortunately almost everything can be sold on the street, even things that most people wouldn’t think of.  By not talking about your load, you won’t have to be concerned that someone will be interested.  If you’re concerned about safety, put your safety belt through the door handle and then lock them.  This will hold the doors closed while you’re sleeping so no one can break in without first waking you up.  
Truck stops want their patrons to feel safe.  Many have plenty of lighting so there are no dark areas to park in.  If there are darker areas on the parking lot, always try to park near the front of the lot and in the light.  This will make anyone doing wrong think twice because they may be seen.

Video surveillance is another way truck stops help keep drivers on their lots safe.  Cameras protect the building, employees, and provide additional assurances to the driver that someone is looking out for them.  Not all truck stops have camera surveillance so try and select one that you know has cameras. Having surveillance cameras also aids law enforcement should there be break-ins or other illegal activities from going on.  All-in-all they are a good deterrent.  No one wants to have crimes committed on their property and that includes truck stops.  Many are doing everything they can to protect their own property as well as the trucks and loads of the truck drivers who choose to stay overnight. 

While there may still be smaller truck stops, or those not on a major interstate, they aren’t considered safe. Plan your route so you will stop for the night near a truck stop you know has safety measures in place and you won’t have to wonder if security is an issue when you stay overnight at a truck stop. Park so your truck and trailer are in view of a camera. All drivers SHALL place the anti-theft device (brake valve lock) on the truck when away from the unit. Make sure to remove keys, windows are up, and doors are locked. Don’t leave extra ignition keys or brake valve lock keys in the truck. Check your trailer seal and padlock during every pre and post trip inspections.
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