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	Vacation                                                 ALERT= SAFETY 



	Easter and Spring Break are approaching.
During these times, children are out of school and families will be traveling.
Children do not pay attention to their surroundings.  Drivers need to focus and pay close attention when in or around playgrounds and residential areas.  
· Caution is needed to avoid pedestrians not paying attention to their surroundings.
· Watch for children playing on the side of the roadway.  They may step out into the lane of traffic without even looking.  Children playing with pets or toys will not be paying attention to traffic.  Use extreme caution around parks and playgrounds.
· Vehicles parked on the roadside may obstruct driver’s view.  Extra precautions need to be taken to ensure there are no hazards that could cause an accident.

· Focus at least 15 seconds ahead into your future.  This will give you the overall picture of the area you are entering.
· Vehicles may stop abruptly in the roadway looking for street names or specific buildings.

Always expect the unexpected from drivers.  People in a hurry or lost may not obey all signs and traffic signals.  The other driver may not be aware of your presence when entering an intersection.  Travelers do not always know where they are going and may make abrupt changes in direction.
Many areas will be congested with traffic and people in unfamiliar places.  The monotony of long trips causes vacationers to become fatigued due to the hours of traveling. Other occurrences such as distractions, breakdowns, etc. can also cause an accident.  Children in a vehicle can cause a distraction to the driver.  As these hazards increase, so must a driver’s awareness.  

When school is not in session, the driving environment presents a variety of serious hazards; children behaving unpredictably, tourists traveling, increased traffic congestion.  
Pay attention to the traffic conditions around you.  Accidents tend to increase during vacation periods.

Professional drivers must protect the space to their right and left while turning.  This will help to keep anyone from approaching on the side and causing a right or left turn squeeze play.

Your awareness of these hazards must increase.
Prepare for delays as you plan your trip.  Allow extra time when planning your trip.  This will help with unforeseen circumstances.
· Plan your trip correctly. (fueling, rest, meals, etc.)
· Give yourself time to be able to adjust your schedule if needed.

· Be aware of your surroundings at all times.

Be aware of the Easter/Spring Break travelers.
Driver security is just as important as equipment and cargo security.  Be aware of your surroundings.  Watch for individuals that might appear as if “they don’t belong” in the area.  Be cautious of individuals that try to strike up random conversations, asking for directions, or handouts.  The criminal element is high in truck stops and along truck routes.  Maintain a professional and confident composure about yourself.
Seal integrity and issues continue to be an on going problem.  Drivers must physically and visually check the seal on the trailer at time of pickup.  Verify seal number against paperwork.  Check the seal after each stop along the route and during each pre-trip.  All drivers must use a padlock.
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